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1 The expression "signs of the times", a central category for understanding the 
Church's specific mission, was introduced into Christian thought and the way the 
Church understands its relationship with time by John XXIII, the Pope who 
convened the Council. It is an expression that was deepened by the Second Vatican 
Council, and which refers to the signs that the Spirit gives through time with a view 
to the self-awareness of history. The world is a place through which God speaks to 
the Church herself, and not just a recipient of what the Church has to say. In this 
sense, the signs of the times for the Congregation appear above all in its lifestyle and 
mission, in the way its members feel and think. That's why the result of the options 
and concrete objectives presented is born out of the reading of the reality inscribed 
in the research of the 13 provinces/regions, as well as the critical reading of reality 
made by the commission. 
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