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The 36th General Chapter, a true 
school of synodality - Reflections on 
the Final Message

This reflection is a reading by Father Anthony McSweeney, sss, 
Superior General from 1981 to 1993, of the message of the last 
General Chapter. It is a penetrating reading, enlightened by a 
historical understanding of the concept of synodality and supported
by the profound meaning it has today for the Church and for us.

From the wisdom of our 
former Superiors General
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1 Vatican 
News, 15 March 2025. 
2 If we had been a synodal church, how could the abuse crisis have developed and 
been covered up by church leaders for so long in so many countries of the world? 
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3 Just think that it was not until 1951 that Pope Pius XII finally abolished the title! 
4 Fr. Gerard Francisco P. Timoner III, 
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18 May 2025 - original in English 
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